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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Circle 

1. Circle, formerly known as Family Service Unit, predominantly delivers assertive 

outreach, whole family, home based support.  Circle works with families where 

there may be a number of issues to consider such as imprisonment, substance 

misuse, domestic abuse, poor educational prospects, poor parenting, 

homelessness, need for early years support and alternative care arrangements 

via a solution focussed, strength based approach. 

2. Circle agrees with all the principles of the Bill. In our work with whole families the 

rights for children to be properly protected have not always been adequately 

considered.  For example when parents are imprisoned the children who live in 

the community are not necessarily identified.  This leaves children at risk.  This is 

merely one reason why Circle welcomes the new duties placed on Scottish 

Ministers, the Public Sector and the increased powers for Scotland’s 

Commissioner for Children to close these gaps. 

3. Circle has worked with kinship carers for a considerable period of time.  We 

became aware this was a seriously disadvantaged and challenged group of 

people who benefitted from support.  Circle sought funding to create a team to 

specifically support this group therefore Circle welcomes the fact that the Bill 

focusses attention on this group.  Should the Committee wish to hear evidence 

from kinship carers Circle would be able to support our service users to provide 

evidence of what is helpful, especially given the impact of the recent Welfare 

Reforms.   

4. Circle’s experience of Early Years work with families leads us to be concerned 

that while (LAC) 2 year olds will be entitled to nursery care our view is that whole 

family support may be a more helpful way to enable parents be the best they can 

be.  It is our view this would be more beneficial for the children.   

5. Circle supports every child having a named person but fear for the children who 

may fall through the many gaps we are aware they can fall through.  Circle has 

found that many of the complex families we work with have, for their own 

reasons, avoided mainstream services. 
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